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YALE LAW SCHOOL

Established 1824

Mailing address: P.O. Box 208215, | New Haven | CT 06520

Phone: 203-432-4992

Website:: http://www.law.yale.edu/

Student-faculty ratio: 8.5:1

Number of students enrolled: 638

Acceptance rate: 7.9%

Bar passage rate (first-time test takers): 97.1%

Law school cost (tuition and fees): $52,525 per year
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Yale law had its modest beginnings in the shape of an apprenticeship program at the law firm of Seth Staples, in the 19th
Century. Since then, Yale Law School has been at the forefront of America's, and the world's premiere law institutions,
unconventional, student-oriented, and result-driven. 

Yale produces students who go on to lead the nation not only in the field of law, but any social sphere that needs leadership
and analytic thought patterns. Recent public figures graduated from Yale include Bill and Hillary Clinton, President Ford,
Supreme Court Justices Samuel Alito, Sonia Sotomayor, Clarence Thomas and others. 

 TOP

Rankings and reputation

Yale Law School has continuously been ranked at the No 1 spot since the beginning of U.S. News Law School Ranks, and
continues to hold the top spot. From the year 2000 onwards Yale has more graduates placed as Supreme Court Clerks than
any other law school in the country. Yale's faculty is recognized as the most cited law school in the United States. 

 TOP

Admissions

The admissions process is admittedly daunting, but that is not unexpected from the nation's best institution. Yale only
admits about 200-250 students from close to 4000 applications each year. All applications are first reviewed by the Dean of
Admissions and then those that are approved are forwarded for further approval to three randomly chosen faculty members
who are kept in the blind about the previous academic scores of the candidate. 

Naturally, the admission process is a bit longer than usual, but Yale is also known to admit deserving candidates whose
GPA or LSAT scores did not meet the standards of other big law schools. Yale treats each applicant personally and tries to
select the most meritorious and scholarly and not necessarily those with the highest marks in examinations. This is why
Yale focuses on a 250 word essay from applicants, and puts great value on that. 

Faculty member recommendations, especially of two faculty members who know of your academic work can help secure a
place in Yale Law School. But, of course, it's no absolute surety. 

Admission criteria 

LSAT GPA

25th-75th Percentile 170-177 3.83-3.96

Median 173 3.90

The above LSAT and GPA data pertain to the fall 2011 entering class. 

The Yale Law School admissions office is at New Haven, 133 Wall Street, Ruttenberg Hall. 

 TOP
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Grading system

As stated on the Yale Law School website, "There is no required "curve" for grades in Law School classes. Individual class rank
is not computed and the grading system does not allow for the computation of a grade point average." This strong departure
from the 'attorney production factory' model keeps Yale Law School ranked at the top year after year and for more than a
century. 

Yale requires only a single semester of attendance each year contrary to other law schools which require participation for a full
academic year each session. 

The grades for all degree students are Honors, Pass, Low Pass, and Credit. Below that is "Failure" which means that the
student receives no credit for the course. "Honors" indicates performance better than the average level. "Pass" indicates
successful performance. "Low Pass" is performance below the level expected from those awarded a degree, and "Credit" means
the course has been completed. 

Certain advanced courses and all first-term courses are on a credit/fail basis. The "RC" or "Requirement Completed" indicates
pre-participation in Moot Court or Barristers' Union for a JD. 

 TOP

Awards

Steven M. Block Civil Liberties Award
Carl Mason Franklin Prize
Olaus and Adolph Murie Award
Hilmer Oehlmann Jr. Writing Award
Frank Baker Belcher Evidence Award
Marion Rice Kirkwood Moot Court Prizes
Stanford Law Review Awards
Gerald Gunther Prize
John Hart Ely Prize
Judge Thelton E. Henderson Prize

 TOP

Honors

The new grading system which came into effect from May 2008 includes a shared norm for the proportion of honors to be
awarded in both exam and paper courses. 

The law school no longer uses or awards the Order of the Coif or “Graduation with Distinction” honors. Instead, prizes are
awarded in individual courses to recognize outstanding student performance. In first-year required classes, two prizes are
available in small sections, and four in large sections. In advanced classes, professors have discretion whether and how many
prizes to award. The maximum guideline for all courses is one per every 15 students. Prizes are registered on student
transcripts. 

 TOP
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Placement facts

Starting Salaries in Private Sector(median) $160,000

Starting Salaries in Public Sevice(median) $60,000

Graduates known to be employed at graduation 88.9%

Graduates known to be employed nine months
after graduation 91.8%

Data for 2010 Graduates employed full-time. 

Areas of legal practice where Yale law graduates are employed 

Law Firms 35.8%

Business and Industry 4.2%

Government 10.0%

Public Interest Organizations 10.5%

Judicial Clerkships 36.3%

Academia 3.2%

Unknown 0.0%

 TOP

Externships

Externships are usually available through the various clinical programs. Students can earn up to 3 credits for assisting state or
federal prosecutors in their work. Externship is usually available in New Haven and nearby cities in prosecutorial assistance.
Prosecution externship requires placement at the U.S. Attorney's office by arranging at least four months in advance for security
clearance procedures. 

 TOP

Internships

Summer internships for Yale Law School students are available in both public-interest and for-profit organizations. The law
school also has Summer Public Interest Fellowships where eligibility is based on financial need. Students can sequentially
serve in multiple internships, and taken together, internships may extend more than 12 weeks. 

Regular Yale Law internships include those with the Law and Media Program including Berkman Center for Internet and Society,
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Regular Yale Law internships include those with the Law and Media Program including Berkman Center for Internet and Society,
Garvey, Schubert & Barer, Gawker Media New York, Levine Sullivan Koch & Schulz, LLP, Media Access Project, Media Law
Resource Center, Minority Media and Telecommunications Council, National Public Radio, New America Foundation,
ProPublica, Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, Student Press Law Center, Talking Points Memo, Wall Street
Journal, Washington Post, and etcetera. 

The Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization of Yale Law School has an intern program and the program officially runs
from the day following Memorial Day till Friday before Labor Day. The stipend for 2012 summer is $13.75 per hour. 

 TOP

Clinical programs

Unlike other law schools, and by virtue of Connecticut State court rules, Yale Law allows first-year students represent clients
through clinics, while in other law schools students cannot represent clients before second or third-year of law school. 

At Yale Law there are more than 20 clinics and it is common for student to participate in multiple clinics. The two most
prominent clinics are the Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization (LSO) and the Allard K. Lowenstein International Human
Rights Clinic. The Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization is dedicated to providing legal representation to individuals and
organizations unable to afford proper private representation. There are about a dozen separate clinics under the program. 

The Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights Clinic is a law school course to expose students to first-hand experience in
human rights advocacy. The clinic undertakes research, advocacy, litigation and projects on behalf of human rights
organizations and individuals who are victims of human rights abuse. 

More practice area specific clinics include: The Capital Markets and Financial Instruments Regulation Clinic, The Capital
Punishment Clinic, The Criminal Defense Project, The Education Adequacy Clinic, The Environmental Protection Clinic, The
Ethics Bureau, The LGBT Project, The Ludwig Community Development Program and Clinic, The Media Freedom and
Information Access Practicum, The Nonprofit Organizations Clinic, The Prosecution Externship, The San Francisco Affirmative
Litigation Project, and the Supreme Court Clinic. 

 TOP

Moot court

Attending and participating in moot courts is one of the requirements of student curricula at Yale Law. The Morris Tyler Moot
Court Competition is held each semester and all second and third year students are eligible. First-year students are allowed to
participate in a "pre-part" program in the competitions. 

The competition ends in the Harlan Fiske Stone Prize Finals in the fall and in the Thurman Arnold Prize Finals in spring. 

 TOP

Journals

Excluding the flagship Yale Law Journal, students at Yale Law publish nine law journals where student editors are accepted
without accompanying competition. Besides Yale Law Journal, other often cited journals from the students include Yale Law and
Policy Review, the Yale Journal on Regulation and the Yale Journal of International Law besides the Yale Journal of Law and
Feminism, the Yale Journal of Law & the Humanities, the Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, and Ethics, the Yale Human
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Feminism, the Yale Journal of Law & the Humanities, the Yale Journal of Health Policy, Law, and Ethics, the Yale Human
Rights & Development Law Journal, and the Yale Journal of Law and Technology. 

 TOP

Notable alumni

Yale, being the premier law school in the country and one of the oldest law schools has produced many famous personalities
that have contributed to America across many fields. Yale alumni are present in huge numbers across the federal courts and
other high-ranking government positions. 

Some of the more famous people in recent times include: 

Bill Clinton (1973), 42nd President of the United States, 1993–2001
Hillary Clinton (1973), 67th Secretary of State, 2009–present
Samuel Alito (1975), Supreme Court Justice, 2006–present
Sonia Sotomayor (1979), Supreme Court Justice, 2009–present
Clarence Thomas (1974), Supreme Court Justice, 1991–present
Michael B. Mukasey (1967), 81th U.S. Attorney General, 2007–2009
Seth P. Waxman (1977), 41st U.S. Solicitor General, 1997–2001
John R. Bolton (1974), 25th U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, 2005–2006
John Bryson (1969), 37th Secretary of Commerce, 2011–present
Robert Reich (1973), 22nd Secretary of Labor, 1993–1997
Jerry Brown (1964), Governor of California, 1975–1983, 2011–present
Michael Bennet (1993), U.S. Senator (D-Colorado), 2009–present
Richard Blumenthal (1973), U.S. Senator (D-Connecticut), 2011–present
Chris Coons (1992), U.S. Senator (D-Delaware), 2010–present
Joseph Lieberman (1967), U.S. Senator (D/I-Connecticut), 1989–present
Arlen Specter (1956), U.S. Senator (D-Pennsylvania), 1981–2011
Bruce Ackerman (1967), professor at Yale Law School and one of the most frequently cited legal academics in the
country
C. Edwin Baker, professor at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, 1981–present; highly regarded expert on First
Amendment cases
Alan Dershowitz (1962), professor at Harvard Law School, 1964–present; also a prolific attorney, jurist, and legal
commentator
Richard Epstein (1968), professor at New York University Law School, 2010–present; influential legal thinker
David Lat (1999), founder of legal gossip blogs "Underneath Their Robes" and "Above the Law"
Pat Robertson (1955), televangelist and founder of Regent University

 TOP

In the news

06/14/12

A study on climate change carried out by the Cultural Cognition Project at Yale Law School has concluded that public apathy
over climate change is not related to science literacy. The study was funded by the National Science Foundation and was
published in Nature Climate Change. 
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The Cultural Cognition Project at Yale Law School is an interdisciplinary effort by scholars to study how cultural values create
and shape public risk perceptions and the related policy beliefs. 

04/05/12 

Yale Law School continues to be the top ranked law school in the country according to the 2013 U.S. News & World Report
rankings of U.S. law schools. It has continued to retain the top spot since the magazine began the law school rankings in 1990. 

 TOP
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